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BRINGING THE
AHC TO YOU
Through July 28

“Fought in earnest”
Exhibit
Garland County Library
Hot Springs

July 20

NEARA Booth
and Presentation
Genealogy Lock In
Jonesboro Public Library
Jonesboro

July 23

SARA Presentation
Kiwanis Club, Hope

August 3

Seminar
Male-Female Academy
Powhatan Historic State
Park, Powhatan

J ULY 2013

History Commission Receives
Humanities Council Grant
The Arkansas Humanities Council awarded a Public Programming Mini Grant to the Arkansas History
Commission to enhance funding for the upcoming August 3 seminar, Disasters, Depravity, and Judgment:
Studies and Stories from 1890s  1930s Arkansas. The seminar, sponsored by the History Commission
and NEARA, will take place at the Male‐Female Academy in Powhatan Historic
State Park from 10 am to 3 pm. Grant funds from the Humanities Council and the
National Endowment for the Humanities will be used to expand marketing and
publicity efforts to reach a wider audience and to support guest speaker
expenses by providing honoraria and travel expenses for them.
“We are so appreciative of the Humanities Council funding,” remarked Dr. Lisa
Speer, AHC Director. “This support allows us to bring two respected historians
as presenters at our workshop, and to have more widespread promotion of the
event. Already we are seeing increased registration as a result of the additional
publicity we’ve been able to do thanks to the Arkansas Humanities Council.”

The study of Arkansas history is central to the seminar. Presenters include Dr. Brooks Blevins, Blake
Perkins, Lauren Jarvis, AHC archivist and Jane Wilkerson, AHC archival manager. Blevins is the author of
“Fought in earnest”
five books, professor of history at Missouri State University and recipient of the 2013 Ragsdale Book
Exhibit
Eureka Springs Historical Award by the Arkansas Historical Association. Perkins, is a Ph.D. candidate, history graduate instructor
Museum, Eureka Springs at West Virginia University, and author of numerous history articles and journal entries. Wilkerson and
August 15-16
Jarvis, have extensive knowledge of our holdings and enjoy presenting on topics of interest to our
Booth
patrons.
Teacher Resource Fair
Heifer Village, Little Rock The seminar title references the topics to be presented – the disaster of the 1927 flood; the depravity of
a 1929 rape and murder trial of five men in Stone County, Arkansas; and the judgment of rural
Arkansans to resist the draft, along with rural voter support of a Republican candidate during a time
when Democrats ruled the state’s politics. The seminar will encourage and support teachers and other
researchers to use the vast primary source collections housed at NEARA and the History Commission
for classroom and personal projects. Teachers will receive professional development credit.

August 4-25

Register today
For August 3
Seminar!

Don’t miss this great line‐up of speakers and topics! The History Commission will provide lunch to
those who register by July 30.

History Day Arkansas Participants Tour AHC
Thirty students and teachers participating in a two‐day History Day Arkansas Workshop at UCA
in Conway spent the afternoon of July 12 at the AHC learning about the Commission’s
collections and conducting their own research for History Day projects.
The group, led by Dr. Pat Ramsey of UCA, participated in a presentation by AHC Curator
Julienne Crawford on the AHC’s collections and how to use the research room, along with a tour
of the Commission facilities. Students then spent time in the research room looking for
information for individual projects. Many said they would visit again, and the teachers
attending were thrilled to learn they could bring their classes to conduct research at the
Commission.

AHC Director Speer welcomes
History Day Arkansas
participants

The workshop participants also visited the Butler Center for Arkansas Studies and the Clinton
Library while in Little Rock. “This is an excellent opportunity to collaborate with other archives
in central Arkansas to educate students and teachers about the wonderful primary source materials we have and how they can use
those in the classroom,” stated Dr. Speer. For more information about scheduling a Commission tour or presentation, contact Jane
Hooker, coordinator of education and outreach at jane.hooker@arkansas.gov or call 501.682.6900.

Governor Appoints Mary Dillard to Commission
Governor Mike Beebe appointed Mary F. Dillard of Roland to
the Arkansas History Commission on July 3, 2013. Dillard
replaces Dorathy Boulden of El Dorado, whose term expired
January, 2013.

Know your
commissioners

Arkansas Histor y
Dillard’s consulting career specialized in non‐profit planning,
development and organization management. Her work was
Commission
based in central Arkansas for most of her career where she
Roland
guided many non‐profits and managed numerous candidate’s Ms. Mary Dillard
winning political campaigns, along with garnering millage Dr. Ray Granade
Arkadelphia
increases for public library funding and for the Pulaski County Dr. Ruth Hawkins
Jonesboro
jail.
Mr. Michael Lindsey

Fayetteville

Dr. Robert Sherer

Little Rock

Rev. Barry Dobson
Ms. Joyce Gibson
Dr. John W. Graves
Mr. Myron Jackson
Mr. James Lawson

El Dorado
Prescott
Arkadelphia
Little Rock
Jacksonville

She holds a B.S. in Biology from the University of Arkansas and
Mr. Robert McCarley Little Rock
an M.S. in Environmental Biology from the University of
Ms. Elizabeth Robbins Hot Springs
Colorado.

Mary retired in 2013, but keeps an active volunteer schedule,
currently serving on the AARP National Policy Council and the Arkansas Coalition Against
Sexual Assault Board of Directors. Dillard is a past president of the Arkansas AARP, the
Ouachita Girl Scout Board of Directors, Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families, the
Black Histor y
Arkansas Hunger Coalition, and the Arkansas Women’s History Institute. In 2004, Mary and
her husband Tom, moved to Farmington, Arkansas, where they expanded their shared Commission of Arkansas
passion for gardening and raising a variety of chickens, for which they were well‐known in
Mr. Marion Butler
Sherwood
central Arkansas. Recently, the couple returned to Pulaski County, where they still live a
Ms. Carla Coleman
Little Rock
bucolic lifestyle.
“Arkansas has a remarkable history and I’m honored to be selected to help preserve and
promote that heritage,” commented Dillard. “Mary brings a wealth of knowledge about the
state of Arkansas and experience in planning that I believe will be invaluable to the AHC as
we move forward with current and new initiatives,” Dr. Speer noted. “I am delighted to
have this opportunity to work with her, and am grateful that she is willing to devote her
time to helping advance the mission of the History Commission.”

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Fall Events
It may be hot outside, but inside the AHC we are thinking about falling leaves, crisp
weather, and October events!

Coming Soon!
Genealogy Fair
August 24
October1-31
Archives Month
October 26
Fall Seminar
October 31– November 1
Arkansas Curriculum
Conference

Customarily, October is our busiest month for
events. In addition to our usual speaking and exhibit
engagements, we are diligently working to finalize
plans for a revamped Archives Month celebration,
the traditional fall seminar at Historic Washington,
State Park, and participation in a new event, the
Arkansas Curriculum Conference.
Archives Month will feature new events targeted to
various groups within our expanded distribution
list. Be sure to make plans to attend our fall seminar
on Saturday, October 26 in beautiful Historic
Washington State Park. The Arkansas Curriculum
Conference,
October 31‐November 1, features
presentations and materials for Arkansas teachers.
The AHC will have a booth and conduct a session to
present our new resources for teachers.

Many more details are to come about these events and how you can participate. Watch this
newsletter and our Facebook page for more information!
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Mark the 150th
Anniversary of the
Civil War by
reserving
“Fought in earnest”
for your
site today!
The Arkansas History
Commission News
is a publication of the
Arkansas History Commission
and State Archives
One Capitol Mall
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
501.682.6900
state.archives@Arkansas.gov
www.ark-ives.com
Hours: 8 am—5 pm, Mon-Sat
Closed State Holidays

From the Director
As hard as it is for me to believe, I am well into my second month as Director! Time flies very quickly listening to
the Commissioners and staff relate the Commission’s successes, as well as areas which need improvement. During
this time, I have been evaluating where the AHC should concentrate our time and efforts. In next year, we will
focus on three major areas: Collections, Digitization, and Outreach. Each will have a staff planning team in place to
determine improvements and new initiatives, as well as develop implementation plans, as needed. Staff members
will serve in their areas of expertise and their area of interest, if they so choose. I’m very excited about the
possibilities and look forward to reporting progress over the next few months!
Staff professional development is also high on my list of priorities. Mary Dunn has just returned from a week in Indianapolis attending
the State Electronic Records Institute. This FREE introductory seminar is one of three Institutes organized by the Council of State
Archivists for library and archives professionals from states that do not yet have electronic records programs. Next week, conservator
Jane Thompson, curator Julienne Crawford and Lisa Perry, NEARA manager, will participate in a Disaster Preparedness workshop at
MacArthur Museum of Arkansas Military History in Little Rock. In mid‐August, Jane Hooker, Lauren Jarvis, Jane Wilkerson, and I will be
attending the Society of American Archivists conference in New Orleans. Hannah Charlton will attend a Photograph Identification and
Preservation workshop in St. Louis in September, thanks to our recent ANCRC grant to re‐house and conserve our extensive photo
collections. These opportunities introduce us to new ideas, other grant funding opportunities, and the chance to learn from our fellow
professionals.
Last, but not least, I was officially welcomed to the state at a lovely reception co‐hosted by the Butler Center for Arkansas Studies and
the Arkansas Humanities Council in June. Many of you were in attendance and I so appreciated the opportunity to meet each of you! It
is clear to me from the words of support and encouragement I received that Arkansans value their history and heritage. I want to thank
Paul Austin, Bobby Roberts and David Stricklin, along with the rest of the Humanities Council and Butler Center staff, for their efforts to
introduce me to new friends and reacquaint me with former colleagues who all share a love of Arkansas history. I look forward to
seeing all of you at the AHC in the coming months!

News from SARA

News from NEARA

Featured this month are photos from the Robert B. Walz
Collection at SARA. The collection contains
approximately 3000 photos and negatives,
mostly from the southwestern part of the
state .

This month, as we celebrate our Independence from Great Britain,
it is also a good time to consider that not everyone was free from
oppression in 1776. In his Emancipation Proclamation, Abraham
Lincoln set all slaves in the states in rebellion free effective January
1, 1863. The news of the Proclamation was slow to reach those
slaves affected. June 19, 1865, is commemorated as the date Union
Major General Gordon Granger finally arrived in Galveston, Texas,
with word the war had ended and the slaves were finally free.
Juneteenth, sometimes referred to as African American
Emancipation Day, is the longest running commemoration of the
end of slavery in the country.

A few months ago an unexpected call came
from the library at Southern Arkansas
University. Some 88 glass plate negatives
belonging to Dr. Walz were in the
university library and needed to rejoin his
larger collection. The glass plates came to
SARA and the
Eastman Hotel
S A R A
March 26, 1917
Foundation
funded the image printing from ten
plates.
The images show well‐to‐do people
enjoying themselves in Hot Springs.
They are just back from the races,
walking or posing for pictures in
parks and natural areas or relaxing in
front of hotels. Little is known of the
people in the pictures or their stories,
but research is underway. Do you
know them?

Moody Hotel
April 3, 1917

If so, please contact Peggy Lloyd,
peggy.lloyd@arkansas.gov or call her at 870.983.2633.

Although not as widely celebrated as it was even a generation ago,
the tradition of commemorating that day continues in many
communities. The Eddie Mae Herron Center in Pocahontas hosted a
celebration on the third Saturday of June. NEARA staff participated
in this event, with well over 100 people attending.
While in many communities Juneteenth is celebrated primarily in
the African American community, in Pocahontas the crowd is much
more diverse. Black, white, and Hispanic residents and visitors
gathered together for the reading of the Emancipation
Proclamation, a day of games and live music and, of course, plenty
of great food. Throughout the day, visitors to our booth learned
about the Black History Commission, Arkansas History
Commission, and the Northeast Arkansas Regional Archives. We
also shared stories taken from the court records that helped to tell
the stories of several African Americans in northeast Arkansas
during slavery and reconstruction. These stories help to illustrate
what life was like in the region during both eras.
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New at the AHC

Summer Exhibit Locations

Contributions to the Archives during the
month of June:
Gerald Congleton collection
Photographs, prints , books, an Arkansas Traveler plate,
and a typewriter.
Van Buren County Historical Society collection
Vinyl records by Ajay Lovery and a Number 8 certificate diploma from
Argenta Public School for Everette Wolfe, dated May 25, 1906.
Carroll and Peters family collection
Family letters (3 cu. ft.)

The historic resort towns of
Hot Springs and Eureka
Springs play host to the
“Fought in earnest” exhibit
during July and August. The
Garland County Library is
showing the exhibit through
July 28. Beginning August 4,
“Fought in earnest” will be
on display at the Eureka
Springs Historical Museum.
Make plans for a relaxing,
late summer getaway to
either of these historic cities
to learn about the Civil War
in Arkansas.

Aesthetic Club records
Diron L. Ahlquist photographs
Unidentified subjects, but taken by Arkansas photographers.
Ilaen Grover photographs
Arkansas college yearbooks
From various colleges around the state
Krieg collection
Photographs and printed ephemera (4 cu. ft.)
Street Car Cafe menu

The AHC Team
A native of Oil Trough, Arkansas, Archival
Assistant Elizabeth Freeman received her B.A.
in History from the University of Central
Arkansas. Her career at the Commission
started as extra help, and within two weeks
she was hired into a full‐time position.

Collections Spotlight

John Brown’s diary is a fascinating day‐to‐day account of pre
‐Civil War life in Arkansas. The diary, housed at the
Commission, has been transcribed by Brown’s relatives and
Elizabeth’s duties include fulfilling map and
converted into an eBook by his great‐great‐great grandson,
photograph reproduction requests, working
Paul Swepston. Available on iTunes or as a PDF file in
the “front lines” information desk in the
Research Room, and maintenance of the vertical files and printed Dropbox, the diary is an excellent example of how
ephemera collections. Vertical files consist of non‐original materials— technology can be used to provide expanded access to
newspaper clippings, personal notes, and other such items. The printed historical documents.
ephemera collections contain matter such as event programs, tickets, Currently, the History Commission is working with OCLC
menus, and various printed invitations.
(Online Computer Library Center, Inc.) to upgrade and
expand its digital collections hosting ability. Expanded
storage capacity for our digital materials and more secure
long term storage for the digital files will enable the AHC to
bring more materials to researchers via the World Wide
Web. These upgrades pave the way for a revamp of the
“Documenting Arkansas” site that will include improved
search options and navigational features. The relaunch of
Her least favorite assignment? “Processing large collections,” she “Documenting Arkansas” will contain a new component for
laughingly said. “I like to finish a project and move onto another—that is support materials for teachers and students.
difficult to do with some of our larger collections,” she continued.
Many thanks to Mr. Swepston for his work to convert
Friends and family fill Freeman’s time away from the Commission, something old into something new and for sharing the links
especially the hours spent as “Aunt Libby” to her niece and nephews. She to John Brown’s diary with the history community!
also is an avid reader of science fiction/fantasy books.
Elizabeth enjoys working with the photo and map collections, along with
assisting Librarian Shelia Bevill. “The photo and map collections are so
interesting and I love to see our patrons excitement as they find and can
add photographs to their family collections,” she stated. “Also, I always
wanted to be a librarian, and I am fortunate to be able to learn from
Shelia and help her manage our book collection,” she added.
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